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Combined Choirs Concert 4

Thursday. 30 December 1993 at 7.00 pm
Brisbane Cify Hall Main Audiforium, &2 Ann St.. Brisbane

Choirs represented:

Adelaide Latvian Mixed Choir
Brisbane Latvian Mixed Choir Beverina
Brisbane Choir /mogen
Canberra singers
Daugavas Vanagi Adelaide Branch Male Choir Daugava
Latvian Chamber Choir Versja
Melboume Latvian Mixed Choir Rofa
Sydney Latvian Mixed Choir
Sydney Latvian Male Choir

Mezzosoprano Antra Bigaca
Piano Ingrida SakGrova

- Programme compiled by Eriks Ozoling

Mixed Choirs -

Dievs, sveti Latvijul Karlis Baumanis Karlis Baumanis(1835—1905)
Latvian Anthem—God Bless Latvia
Written in the laffer part of the 19th centfury as a hymn, it became Latvias national
anthem in 1918, The anthem asks God's blessing for Latvia and a iong and happy
life for the Latvian people.

Conductor Eriks Ozoling

Dievs, dod masu tévu zemei Andrejs Jurjans Andrejs Jurjans (1856—1922)
God, grant this for our fatherland!
A prayer for the wellbeing of Latvia.

Conductor Astra Kronite

Dziesmu gars Vilis Pladonis Eriks Ozolin3 (1923)
The Spirit of Song
:An ode extolling The power of song fo liff the spiit above the woes of the world
and enoble if by restoring joy and hope.

Conductor Laurie Gaffney

Ka gulbji Eduards Veidenbaums Karlis Kazocind (1886—1920)

Like Swans -

A mood-poem wishing fo fly away with the clouds fo sunny lands, but chiding

oneself for such fiivolity; the lof of mortfals is fo dwell on the valley of fears.
Conductor Vita Timermane

.

ag

43rd Australian Lc:’rwan Arts Fes‘rlvcl gy 'edf[)a

- N



A3rd Australian Latvian Arts Festival
' Combined Choirs Concert

Cels uz dzimteni Péteris Blaus Janis Zalitis (1884—1943)
The road fo homeland
A poem from exile. A dream came to me from my homeland and bid me rise and
look for the road back. But | know that road so well because if holds all the
landmarks and memories in my heart.

Conductor Ingrida Sakdrova

Zvaiginu lietus Elina Zdalite Leonids Slaucitdjs (1899—1971)
A Star-shower ‘ :
A lyric descripfion of ecstasy—possibly falling in love.

Conductor Marila Svilane

Ka sniegi kalnu galotnés Janis Jaunsudrabin3 Péteris Barisons (1904—1947)
As the snow on mountain tops
As was the fashion of his day, the poet uses the beauty of nature as an allegory
for moral and spirifual values. The remote whife snow represents goodness and purty
and mountainfops are high achievements that blaze bright and visible even when
the world darkens info twilight.

Conductor Viktors Bendrups

Talavas taurétdjs RUdolfs Blaumanis Raimonds Pauls (1936)
The Sentry of Talava
A bdllad depicting the fimes of early invasions of Latvia. The watchman sits in the
highest free while everyone sleeps. The enemy froops fempt him with gold and
fame if he fails fo signal, but he is loyal fo his kin and frumpers the warning. Arrows
soeed upward and the loffy free shudders under the axe. In the ensuing batfle the
enemy are vanquished, but instead of vicfory celebrations the fort mourns the hero.
Conductor Juris Vaivods

Interval (15 minutes)

Combined Male Choirs

Krac jarmalas priedes - Antons Birkerts Janis Medin3 (1877—1947)
The seaside pines roar
A mood poem celebrating a sformy seaq.

Conductor Juris Vaivods

Aija Teodors Tomsons Bruno Skulte (1905—1976)
Soft Slumber
The poem evokes memories of a distant homeland and past love.

Conductor Vita Timermane

Dainu zeme Lilia Auza : Bruno Skulte (19056—1976)
Land of ancient songs
A lyric poem using the rhythms and images from dainas fo paint an idedlised image
of ancilent Latvia.

Conductor Laurie Gaffney
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Kur tu iesi, jauns puisiti Tautas dziesma Janis Cimze (1824—1881)
Where are you off to, young man?
A courting folksong in which a young man promises his omphan bride not only his
wealth, but also his parents.

Conductor Eriks Ozoling

Puto batta, Daugava lize Kalnare Eriks Ozolind (1923)
Daugava foams white

The thoughts of a young man Qs he prepares fo row across the rver fo meet his
sweetheart.

Saule, pérkons, Daugava Janis Rainis Martind Brauns (1939)
The Sun, Thunder and Daugava

Originally wriften as a prologue fo an epic play, the poem describes the roles of a
personified Sun and Thunder inferceding with God fo. establish Lcrfve the genefrix of
all Latvians on the shores of the Balfic Sea.

This song was a hymn of affirmation of our hopes for freedom when it was first
performed in the 1990 Latvian Song Festival. Reinstatement of independence of
Latvia was formally declared during the historic events of August 1991,

Manai Dzimtenei Janis Peters Raimonds Pauls (1936)
For my homeland

Written in the early 1980's when openly nationdiistic songs were sthill forbidden, this
song acquires defiant strength by the use of words that appear merely poefic on
the surface, but carmry fervent national symbolism in their subtexts.

Conductor Daina Jaunbérzina
Piano Ingrida Sakarova

Interval (15 minutes)

Mixed Choirs

Lakstigala kroni pina Tautas dziesma Anvids Zilinskis (1905)
The nightingale weaves a song

‘A young girl Is enfranced by the nightingale's song and claims that she has grown
up to be a singer because she heard the bird in her cradle.

Bé&du, manu lielu bédu Tautas dziesma Valters Kaminskis (1929)
Woe, oh my big woe!
All woes should be buried under a rock and dismissed with a song! Life should be
lived to the full—sing while you work and greet the people you meer.

Conauctor Viktors Bendrups

Meitin' séde aiz Gdena Tautas dziesma Eriks Ozolind (1923)

The lass on the other shore

A courfing song, where the girl asserfs her infent fo choose her own husband.
Conductor Juris Vaivods
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Upe nesa ozolinu Tautas dziesma Gundars Gedulis (1952)
The river carries a young oak

The beekeeper's sweetheart mourmns a young oak with a hive of bees being swept
down the river.
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I' saulite Dievu ladza Tautas dziesma Janis Norvilis (1906)
Even the Sun prays to God
The Sun watfches over orphans and God is ever present in our lives.

Conductor Ingrida Sakarova
Kas tie tadi, kas dzieddja Tautas dziesma
Who are they that sing?
Wars and cruel masters left many omphans fo the harsh fate of slavery, but even in
the darkest despair, the moon and stfars light their way. Folksongs with this theme
have sustained Latvians in prisons and exile in this centfury as much as in the distant

past.

Jékabs Graubins (1886—1961)

Conducftor Vita Timermane

Ligo dziesma Tautas dziesma Janis Kalnind (1904)
Midsummer night songs
Janis, God's son Is the spirt of summer, of light and growth and at Midsummer night
he rides the earth. This is celebrated in confinuous dance and songs, many of which
have the refrain of ’Ligo’. This ancient celebrafion of light and love. has remained an
imporfant part of Latvian culture fo this day.

Conductor Astra Kronite
Lagdana par tévu zemi Leonids Breik3s Ruta Broze (1953)
Prayer for my fatherland
A canfafa for choir, piano and solo voice praying for God's blessing for Latvia.

Conductor Mariia Svilane

Soprano solo Antra Bigaca

Piano Ingrida Sakirova

Handing over the Festival flag to the
President of the 44th Australian Latvian Arts Festival, Aivars Saulitis

Vilis Pladonis
conductor Eriks Ozoling

Tev miZam dzivot, Latvija Janis Medin3 (1890—1966)

(We invite you to rise and sing with the choir)
LATVIJAS NACIONALA BIBLIOTEKA

8328857658

Tev mUZam dzivot, Latvija,
Ka jarai, lepni, saulei céli.
Tu masu mate dargaqja,
Més tavas meitas, tavi déli.

Tev mUzam dzivot, Latvija,

Ka saulei, kas mirdz debess kigja!
Tu jauna zvaigzne zvaigzndja,
Kas uziekusi nule tgjal

Tev mUZam dzivot, Latvija,
Ka jarai, kas tev 3alc pie kajam!
Pats Dievs sen senis svétia,
Se tavas ares mums par majam!

Tev mdZam dzivot, Latvija,

Tu tévzeme mums Dieva dotal!
Lai latvju tauta vienota

Aug spékd, slava, daijumal
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